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ORNAMENTAL PLANTS WITH SPRING BLOOM IN THE VIRGINIA NATIVE
PLANT GARDEN

Scientific Name Common Name Month of Bloom Color of Bloom
Actaea pachypoda Doll's Eyes, White Baneberry May White
Amelanchier species & hybrids Serviceberry, Juneberry, Shadblow April White

Amianthium muscitoxicum Fly Poison May White
Amsonia tabernaemontana & var.
montana (not a true variety but sold
as this)

Eastern Bluestar April, May Pale blue

Anemone canadensis Canada Anemone May White
Antennaria plantaginifolia Plantain Pussytoes April, May White
Aquilegia canadensis Wild Columbine April, May Red & yellow
Arisaema triphyllum Jack-in-the-Pulpit April, May Purple & green
Asarum canadense Wild Ginger April, May Reddish brown
Asimina triloba Common Pawpaw, Indian-banana April, May Purple
Baptisia australis Wild Blue Indigo May Blue
Bignonia capreolata Cross Vine May Orange or red
Caltha palustris Yellow Marsh Marigold April, May Yellow
Calycanthus floridus 'Athens' Athens Sweetshrub Late April, May Yellow
Calycanthus floridus Eastern Sweetshrub May Maroon
Cardamine concatenata (Dentaria
laciniata )

Cutleaf Toothwort March, April Light pink

Cardamine (Dentaria) diphylla Crinkleroot, Broad-leaved Toothwort March, April Light pink
Carex pensylvanica Pennsylvania Sedge April Green
Carex plantaginea Plantainleaf Sedge April Purplish
Caulophyllum thalictrioides Blue Cohosh April Yellowish-green or

greenish-purple
Cercis canadensis Eastern Redbud April Magenta pink
Chamaelirium luteum Devil's Bit May White
Chionanthus virginicus Fringe Tree May White
Chrysogonum virginianum Green-and-Gold April, May Yellow
Claytonia virginica Spring Beauty March, April, May Pale pink
Clematis ochroleuca Curlyheads April, May Whitish
Coreopsis auriculata &  'Nana' Eared Coreopsis April, May Golden yellow
Cornus alternifolia Alternateleaf Dogwood, Pagoda Dogwood May White
Cornus florida Flowering Dogwood April, May Bracts are white

(true flowers small)
Cornus sericea subsp. sericea
'Silver & Gold’

Silver & Gold Dogwood May White

Crataegus viridis 'Winter King' Winter King Hawthorn May White
Delphinium tricorne Dwarf Larkspur April, May Light blue 
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Dicentra cucullaria Dutchman's Breeches April White
Dicentra eximia Wild Bleeding Heart April, May Pink
Dirca palustris Eastern Leatherwood, Wicopy March, April Pale yellow
Disporum lanuginosum Yellow Fairybells, Yellow Mandarin April, May Yellowish-green
Enemion (Isopyrum) biternatum Eastern False Rue Anemone April, May White
Erigeron pulchellus Robin's-plantain April, May Blue
Euonymus americana American Euonymus, Strawberry Bush,

Heart's-a-bustin'
May Greenish

Fragaria virginiana Virginia Strawberry April, May White
Galax urceolata Galax May White
Gaylussacia frondosa Dangleberry, Huckleberry May White
Gelsemium sempervirens Yellow Jessamine April, May Golden yellow
Geranium maculatum Wild Geranium April, May Lavender
Halesia tetraptera var. tetraptera
(was H. carolina – another species
is now named this)

Common Silverbell, Mountain Silverbell April White

Heliopsis helianthoides  False Sunflower Late May Golden yellow
Hepatica nobilis var. acuta (H.
acutiloba)

Sharp-lobed Hepatica April, May Usually white 

Hepatica nobilis var. obtusa (H.
americana)

Round-lobed Hepatica April, May Usually white 

Hexastylis (Asarum) arifolia Arrowleaf Wild Ginger, Little Brown Jug April Greenish-purple
Hexastylis (Asarum) shuttleworthii Large-flower Heartleaf April Greenish-purple
Hexastylis (Asarum) virginica Virginia Heartleaf April Greenish-purple
Hydrastis canadensis Golden Seal April White
Hydrophyllum virginianum Waterleaf, Shawnee Salad May White to lavender
Iris cristata Dwarf Crested Iris April, May Blue
Iris prismatica Slender Blue Flag, Slender Blue Iris May Light blue
Iris virginica Southern Blue Flag, Virginia Iris May Blue-violet
Itea virginica Virginia Sweetspire Late May White
Jeffersonia diphylla Twinleaf April White
Kalmia latifolia Mountain Laurel May Many colors for

cultivars (pink,
white, burgundy, &
combinations)

Leucothoe axillaris Swamp Leucothoe April, May White
Leucothoe fontanesiana Drooping Leucothoe, Mountain Doghobble April, May White
Leucothoe racemosa Sweetbells, Fetterbush April, May White
Lindera benzoin Northern Spicebush March, April Yellow
Liriodendron tulipifera Tulip Tree May Greenish-yellow
Lonicera sempervirens Trumpet Honeysuckle April, May Red or yellow
Luzula acuminata Woodrush April Brownish
Magnolia fraseri Fraser Magnolia May White
Magnolia tripetala Umbrella Magnolia May White
Magnolia virginiana Sweetbay Magnolia May White
Maianthemum racemosum
(Smilacina racemosa)

False Solomon's Seal, Eastern Solomon's
Plume

May White

Maianthemum stellatum (Smilacina
stellata)

Star-flowered False Solomon's Seal, Starry
Solomon's Plume

April, May White

Medeola virginiana Indian Cucumber Root May Greenish-yellow
Mertensia virginica Virginia Bluebells March, April, May Sky blue
Mitella diphylla Two-leaved Miterwort,  Bishop's Cap May White
Oenothera fruticosa Sundrops May Yellow
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Osmorhiza claytonii Hairy Sweet Cicely, Bland Sweet Cicely April, May White
Packera (Senecio) aurea Golden Ragwort April, May Golden yellow
Parthenium integrifolium Wild Quinine, American Feverfew Late May White
Penstemon canescens Appalachian Penstemon May Lavender
Penstemon digitalis White Penstemon May White to pale violet 

Penstemon hirsutus Hairy Penstemon, Northeastern Penstemon May Lavender & white
Penstemon laevigatus Eastern Penstemon May Pale violet to white
Phacelia bipinnatifida Fern-leaved Phacelia April, May Medium blue-violet
Phlox divaricata Wild Blue Phlox April, May Sky blue
Phlox glaberrima Appalachian Smooth Phlox May Rose pink
Phlox latifolia 'Spring Delight' Wideflower Phlox May Rose pink
Phlox nivalis  & ‘Snowdrift’ Trailing Phlox April, May Light pink to white
Phlox pilosa Downy Phlox May Pink
Phlox stolonifera cultivars Creeping Phlox April, May Blue, white, or

violet in VNPG
Phlox subulata & cultivars Moss Phlox April, May Rose pink, pink w/

colored eyes, or
blue in VNPG

Photinia pyrifolia (Aronia arbutifolia)
‘Brilliantissima’

Red Chokeberry April, May White

Physocarpus opulifolius Common Ninebark May White
Podophyllum peltatum Mayapple April, May White
Polemonium reptans Spreading Jacob's Ladder April, May Blue
Polygonatum biflorum var.
commutatum

Smooth Solomon's Seal April, May Greenish white

Porteranthus (Gillenia) trifoliatus Bowman's Root May White
Porteranthus (Gillenia) stipulatus Indian Physic, American Ipecac Late May White
Prunus serotina Black Cherry May White
Ptelea trifoliata Hop Tree May Greenish-white
Rhododendron atlanticum Coast Azalea May White to light pink
Rhododendron calendulaceum Flame Azalea May Yellow to orange

to reddish orange
Rhododendron periclymenoides &
hybrids

Pinxterbloom Azalea April, May Pink to pinkish
white

Rhododendron prinophyllum Roseshell Azalea April, May Pink 
Robinia pseudoacacia Black Locust May White
Rosa carolina Carolina Rose May Pink
Salvia lyrata Purple Lyreleaf Salvia May Blue or violet
Sanguinaria canadensis Bloodroot, Red Puccoon March, April White
Sassafras albidum Sassafras April Greenish yellow
Sedum ternatum Wild Stonecrop May White
Sisyrinchium angustifolium Narrowleaf Blue-eyed Grass Late May Blue
Staphylea trifolia American Bladdernut Late April, early

May
White or greenish-
white

Stellaria pubera Star Chickweed April, May White
Stylophorum diphyllum Yellow Wood Poppy April, May Golden yellow 
Styrax americanus American Snowbell May White
Symplocarpus foetidus Skunk Cabbage February, March

(looks like it’s in
bloom longer)

Purplish & green

Thalictrum dioicum Early Meadow-rue April Golden stamens &
brown
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Thalictrum pubescens (polygamum) Tall Meadow-rue, Late Meadow-rue Late May White 
Thalictrum (Anemonella)
thalictroides

Rue Anemone April, May White

Tiarella cordifolia var. collina and
var. cordifolia 

Foamflower April, May White

Tradescantia virginiana & hybrids Virginia Spiderwort May Light blue for the
species; blue &
lilac for the hybrids

Trillium erectum Red Trillium, Stinking Benjamin April Red
Trillium grandiflorum Great White Trillium April, May White & turning

pink as ages
Trillium sessile Sessile Trillium, Toadshade April Maroon
Uvularia grandiflora Large-flowered Bellwort or Merrybells April, May Yellow
Uvularia perfoliata Mealy Bellwort, Perfoliate Bellwort April, May Pale yellow
Uvularia puberula Mountain Bellwort April Pale yellow
Uvularia sessilifolia & ‘Variegata’ Sessile-leaved Bellwort or Wild Oats April, May Greenish-yellow
Vaccinium stamineum Deerberry May Greenish or

suffused w/purple
Vaccinum corymbosum Highbush Blueberry Late April, May White 
Verbena (now Glandularia)
canadensis

Rose Mock Vervain, Rose Verbena May Rose pink

Viburnum acerifolium Mapleleaf Viburnum May White
Viburnum dentatum Arrowwood Viburnum May White
Viburnum lentago Nannyberry Viburnum May White
Viburnum nudum var. cassinoides Witherod Viburnum, Northern Wild Raisin May White
Viburnum nudum var. nudum &
‘Winterthur’

Smooth Witherod Viburnum, Possumhaw
Viburnum

May White

Viburnum prunifolium Blackhaw Viburnum April, May White
Viburnum rafinesquianum Downy Arrowwood Viburnum, Rafinesque

Viburnum
May White

Viburnum rufidulum Rusty Blackhaw Viburnum, Southern
Blackhaw Viburnum

May White

Viola canadensis Canada Violet, Tall White Violet April, May White 
Viola pubescens Yellow Violet April, May Yellow
Viola sororia Common Blue Violet, Dooryard Violet April, May Deep violet or

blue; Confederate
violet form is blue,
pale gray, & violet

Viola striata Striped Cream Violet April, May Cream
Wisteria frutescens American Wisteria, Swamp Wisteria May Lilac
Xanthorhiza simplicissima Yellowroot, Brookfeather April, May Purple-brown
Zenobia pulverulenta Zenobia, Honey-cups May White 
Zizia aptera Heartleaf Golden Alexanders April, May Golden yellow
Zizia aurea Common Golden Alexanders April, May Golden yellow

Note:  blooms of many trees that are wind-pollinated are not included on this list (an example is Acer – the
genus for maples).  Some insect-pollinated woody plants with insignificant blooms have also been left off this
list.

@2003
Prepared by Deborah Waugh, Virginia Native Plant Garden intern, and Brenda Skarphol, curatorial
horticulturist at Green Spring Gardens Park.  Bloom data collected over several years by Virginia
Native Plant Garden interns.
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